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Tararua District Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Tararua District Council held in the Council Chamber, 26 Gordon Street, 
Dannevirke on Wednesday 11 March, 2009 commencing at 3.30pm. 
 
1. Present 
 

Her Worship the Mayor  –  Mrs M E Reynolds,   Crs  D A Lea  (Deputy Mayor),  
W H Davidson,   K R Fenemor,  W H Keltie,  C D Matthews,  D A Roberts   and  
C W Southgate. 

 
In Attendance 

 
 Mr B King - Chief Executive  
 Mr S Taylor - Manager District Assets 
 Mr R  Taylor - Governance Manager 
 Mr P Wimsett - Manager Corporate Services 
 Mr T Gerbich  - Manager Community Development 
 
 
2. Apologies 
 
2.1 Nil 
 
3. Notification of Items Not on the Agenda 
 
3.1 Nil 
 
 
4. Personal Matters 
 
4.1 Nil 
 
5. Confirmation of Minutes 
    
5.1 That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 25  February, 2009 (as circulated) 

be confirmed  as a true and accurate record of that meeting.  
 
 Crs Matthews/Keltie         Carried 
 
 
6. Any Matters Arising From The Minutes 
 
6.1 Tararua Calendars  (Item 9.1.5) 
 
6.1.1 The Manager Community Development advised that approximately 600 of the 2,000 

Tararua calendars have been sold.   This has resulted in a $2,000 deficit being incurred as 
the revenue received from sales is not sufficient to cover the production costs. 

 
6.1.2 It was suggested that endeavours be made to sell the remaining calendars at a reduced 

cost, with buyers to be made aware of the error which has occurred on the August page of 
the calendar. 

 
6.1.3 A Tararua calendar could also be included in the Tararua Welcome Pack that is given to 

new residents of the district. 
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7. Reports 
 
7.1 Sealing of Documents 
 
7.1.1 That the report from the Governance Manager dated 2 March, 2009 concerning the 

sealing of documents (as circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Davidson/Southgate        Carried 
 
7.1.2 That the following documents executed under seal on behalf of the Council by Her 

Worship the Mayor and the Chief Executive acting under delegated authority be 
ratified. 

 
2008/035 Deed of Lease between the Council and FX Networks Ltd relating to 22 

Gordon Street, Dannevirke 
2008/036 Indefeasible Right of Use Agreement between the Council and FX 

Networks Ltd for Dannevirke to Norsewood 
2008/037 Fibre Duct Co-location Services Agreement between the Council and 

FX Networks Ltd 
 
Crs Lea/Southgate         Carried 

 
 
7.2 Motor Vehicle Mileage Allowance For Elected Members 
 
7.2.1 That the report from the Governance Manager dated 3 March, 2009 concerning the 

motor vehicle mileage allowance for elected members (as circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Davidson/Matthews         Carried 
 
7.2.2 That the draft submission to the Remuneration Authority’s discussion paper on the 

motor vehicle mileage allowance for elected members be confirmed and forwarded 
subject to the following amendments: 

 
• Alter the wording in the sentence of the fifth paragraph to read “and recognises 

that generally public transport is rarely available to travel to meetings and other 
official business”. 

 
• Further emphasise this statement by elaborating on the lack of public transport 

services to communities in rural areas such as the Tararua District. 
 

• Oppose the view expressed by the Remuneration Authority that the current 
mileage allowance is anomalous, and its application creates situations of 
unfairness and offers perverse incentives to provide additional remuneration for 
elected members. 

 
• Urge that the status quo be retained as the basis of the motor vehicle mileage 

allowance for elected members. 
 

• Propose that if the Remuneration Authority decides that through the consultation 
with local authorities there is majority support to adopt an alternative approach 
to the basis of this allowance, then the Council recommends the option of 
splitting the existing payment into a time and travel component be considered. 
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 And that a copy of the Council’s submission to the Remuneration Authority be sent 
to Local Government New Zealand for its reference when they prepare their 
submission on this matter from the local authority  sector. 

 
 Crs Lea/Matthews         Carried 
 
 
7.3 Eketahuna Water Supply Take Consent Variation Decision 
 
7.3.1 That the report from the Manager District Assets dated 5 March, 2009 concerning the 

Eketahuna Water Supply Take consent variation decision (as circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Matthews/Fenemor         Carried 
 
7.3.2 The Manager District Assets spoke on the decision of the Horizons Regional Council 

Hearing Committee which had granted a consent variation for the Eketahuna Water Supply  
Take that deleted the previous low flow conditions, and replaced them with a consent that 
is able to be managed and complied with adequately. 

 
7.3.3 The Manager District Assets advised that the Eketahuna Community Board has lodged an 

appeal with the Environment Court regarding the consent variation decision.  This was 
done by them for the following reasons. 

 
o The period of the consent issued should have been greater given the significant costs 

involved in relation to this matter. 
 

o There has been no recognition taken into account to acknowledge the character of the 
Eketahuna Community with regard to the users of the Eketahuna Water Supply who 
receive this service. 

 
o There has been no acknowledgement of the issue of the displacement of use from the 

town water supply to the as of right rights of land owners adjacent to the Makakahi 
River. 

 
o There has been no recognition of the  specific character of the Makakahi River. 

 
7.3.4 The consequences of the consent variation decision being appealed were then  outlined to 

the Council, with these discussions including reference to the following matters. 
 

o Until the appeal is resolved the original consent conditions relating to the low flow 
restrictions will continue to apply. 

 
o This will place the Council in a difficult situation if the low flow circumstances happen 

again and the appeal is not resolved before the next summer. 
 

o The One Plan consultation process provides the opportunity to challenge the Horizons 
Regional Council on the issue of water allocations for communities, and this matter is 
the subject of submissions from seven local authorities in the region that object to the 
provisions relating to low flow conditions and the permitted water take. 

 
o The decision made by the hearing commissioners allows a higher flow rate of 

extraction from the Makakahi River to service the Eketahuna Water Supply.   This is 
considered to be advantageous to the community, and it provides a consent that can 
be complied with. 

 
o As a result of the appeal the consent variation is subject to review, and this has the 

potential for a less satisfactory outcome to the basis of the consent conditions. 
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o The way that the consent variation is written provides for the low flow restrictions on 
the Eketahuna Water Supply to cease in June, 2011. 

 
o There could be substantial costs incurred by the Council in relation to the appeal being 

pursued through the Environment Court. 
 
7.3.5 Cr Davidson (who is the Council appointed community board member on the Eketahuna 

Community Board) spoke on the position taken by the Board in respect of the appeal.  He 
referred to the Board’s concerns relating to the lack of progress in resolving the issues 
regarding the quantity of water available from the Makakahi River for the Eketahuna Water 
Supply. 

 
7.3.6 Cr Davidson agreed to take into account  guidance from the Council regarding the matters 

raised, and he will request the Board to further consider its intentions concerning the 
appeal lodged with the Environment Court. 

 
7.3.7 That the Chief Executive and the Manager District Assets be requested to meet with 

the Eketahuna Community Board to discuss their concerns regarding the Eketahuna 
Water Supply and its consent variation which they have appealed through the 
Environment Court, and 

 
 That the Chief Executive and the Manager District Assets also have discussions with 

the Horizons Regional Council on the issues raised by the Board in their appeal 
relating to this consent, and 

 
 That the Board be requested to consider withdrawing their appeal based on a 

satisfactory outcome being achieved through these discussions. 
 
 Crs Matthews/Keltie         Carried 
 
7.3.8 The meeting adjourned at 4.15pm, and then resumed at 4.25pm. 
 
 
7.4 Draft Long Term Council Community Plan 2009/2019 
 
7.4.1 That the internal working Draft Long Term Council Community Plan 2009/2019 be 

referred to Audit New Zealand for their initial review as required by the Local 
Government Act 2002. 

 
 Crs Matthews/Southgate        Carried 
 
8. Portfolio Reports 
 
8.1 Nil 
 
9. Mayoral Matters 
 
9.1 Presentation of Civic Honour to Tom Fleming 
 
9.1.1 A function will be held on Sunday 29 March, 2009 at 2.00pm in the Masters Hall, Regent 

Street, Pahiatua to present the civic honour awarded to Tom Fleming.  Councillors are 
invited to attend this event. 

 
9.2 Opening of the Pahiatua Youth Centre 
 
9.2.1 Councillors are invited to attend the formal opening of the Pahiatua Youth Centre, 183 

Main Street, Pahiatua on Wednesday 18 March, 2009 at 5.30pm. 
 
 



 
 
Council Meeting Minutes  - 11  March, 2009      Page 5  

 
10. Items Not On The Agenda    
 
10.1 Nil 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business Her Worship thanked those present for their attendance and 
contributions, and declared the meeting closed at 4.30pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
                           MAYOR 


