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Tararua District Council 

 
 
Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Tararua District Council held in the Council Chamber, 26 
Gordon Street, Dannevirke on Wednesday 15 April, 2009 commencing at 9.05am. 
 
 
1. Present 
 

Her Worship the Mayor – Mrs M E Reynolds, Crs W H Davidson, K R Fenemor, W H 
Keltie,  C D Matthews,  D A Roberts and  C W Southgate. 

 
In Attendance 

  
 Mr B King  - Chief Executive  
 Mr S Taylor - Manager District Assets 
 Mr R Taylor - Governance Manager 
 Mr M Brown  - Manager Environmental Services 
 Mr P Wimsett - Manager Corporate Services 
 Ms A Hobden - Finance Manager 
 Mr B Cox  - Financial Accountant 
 
 
2. Apologies 
 
2.1 That an apology be sustained from Cr D A Lea for non-attendance at the meeting, 

and the apology of Cr W H Keltie be received for lateness. 
 
 Crs Fenemor/Davidson         Carried 
 
 
3. Draft Long Term Council Community Plan 2009/2019 (LTCCP) 
 
3.1 Her Worship welcomed Mark Maloney (Audit Director) of Audit New Zealand to the 

meeting, and invited him to address the Council. 
 
3.2 Mark Maloney spoke on the opinion of Audit New Zealand regarding the Council’s Long 

Term Council Community Plan 2009/2019, with these discussions including reference to 
the following matters. 

 
• A qualified opinion has been issued as a result of the Council not having adequate 

asset management plans for water and waste infrastructure. 
 

• This concern relates to there being either no asset management plan existing or the 
plan is based on information which is out of date in relation to that activity. 

 
• It is acknowledged that the asset management plan for roading is adequate and 

complies with the statutory requirements. 
 

• Because of this situation Audit New Zealand’s opinion is that the Council is unable to 
demonstrate it is complying with the requirements of the Local Government Act 2002 
regarding the prudent financial management of the water and waste infrastructure 
activities. 

 
• Audit New Zealand is generally satisfied with the information provided in the first three 

years of the LTCCP, but the period thereafter is a concern as it is a ten year plan. 
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• The LTCCP document is commended as being easy to read, and it is a significant 
improvement from the previous plan. 

 
• Council now needs to focus on addressing the concerns relating to the information 

regarding its water and waste infrastructure, and it has the opportunity to rectify these 
issues at the time of the next annual plan. 

 
3.3 Cr Keltie entered the meeting at 9.10am. 
 
3.4 Members of the Council then directed their questions and comments to Mark Maloney in 

respect of the issues that he had raised, with these discussions including reference to the 
audit opinion report not giving due recognition to the positive aspects of the Council’s 
LTCCP document. 

 
3.5 Mark Maloney noted that the audit opinion presented to the Council is a draft, and it is 

required to be finalised in conjunction with the Auditor-General.  In determining the opinion 
the Council is bench marked with other councils of its size and scale, and it must be able to 
demonstrate good practice within the context of this environment. 

 
3.6 The Chief Executive conveyed his thanks to the audit staff for their assistance and advice 

provided in developing the LTCCP, and acknowledged that the issues raised in the audit 
opinion are directed at a level of compliance with the requirements of the Local 
Government Act 2002.  Both the LTCCP and the summary of this document sets out 
information to clarify this matter. 

 
3.7 That the report from the Chief Executive dated 9 April, 2009 concerning the Draft 

Long Term Council Community Plan 2009/2019 (LTCCP) (as circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Southgate/Matthews        Carried 
 
3.8 A revised copy of the Draft Long Term Council Community Plan 2009/2019 and the 

summary of this document were circulated to each member of the Council. 
 
3.9 The Manager Corporate Services outlined various minor amendments included in these 

documents from those previously distributed with the agenda.   These changes related to 
corrections that had been identified in the course of finalising the LTCCP. 

 
3.10 That the Council adopts for the purpose of public consultation the Draft Long Term 

Council Community Plan 2009/2019, the summary of the information contained in 
this document, and the proposed schedule of fees and charges, and 

 
 That the summary of the Draft Long Term Council Community Plan be distributed as 

follows: 
 

• All residents to receive a copy in their letter box. 
 

• Copies to be freely available at all Council Service Centres and its Libraries 
throughout the District. 

 
• Through the Council’s website  www.tararuadc.govt.nz. 

 
 Crs Matthews/Roberts         Carried 
 
3.11 There was some discussion on the open days to be held throughout the district during the 

period of consultation with the community to discuss the LTCCP, and whether the 
opportunity is available to arrange further public meetings if requested by a particular area. 
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3.12 It was clarified that the community boards and community committees could arrange such 

meetings if they are required, with requests for staff attendance to be considered by the 
Chief Executive. 

 
 
 
 
There being no further business Her Worship thanked those present for their attendance and 
contributions, and declared the meeting closed at 9.45am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
                           MAYOR 


