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Tararua District Council 
 
Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Tararua District Council held in the Council 
Chamber, 26 Gordon Street, Dannevirke on Thursday 22 December 2011 commencing at 
1.00pm. 
 

1. Present 
 

 His Worship the Mayor – Mr R A Ellis, Crs W H Keltie (Deputy Mayor), W H Davidson, 
J B Dodunski, K R Fenemor, S A Hull, P A Johns, D A Roberts and C W Southgate. 

 

 In Attendance 
 

 Mr B King  -  Chief Executive 
 Mrs J Spencer -  Committee Secretary 
 

2. Apologies 
 

2.1 Nil 
 

3. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest in Relation to this Meeting’s Items of 
Business 

 

3.1 Nil 
 

4. Closure of Oxford Road 
 

4.1 The Chief Executive Blair King presented his report dated 21 December, which 
outlined community feedback since the closure, an objective estimate of the costs to 
divert traffic, and the ability to be challenged in Court on the basis and grounds for 
such a closure.  The Mayor asked for any questions pertaining to the report.   

 
4.2 Cr Peter Johns said it would appear that the Council is being asked to reconsider a 

resolution made on 30 November that was based on deficient or poor advice from 
the Chief Executive.   

  
4.3 The Chief Executive Blair King advised that his report of 22 November 2011 

recommending to the Council they decline the request to close Oxford Road provided 
information covering all matters pertaining to the closure of Oxford Road, including 
the relevant section of the Act highlighting the consultation required.  He asked 
Cr Johns to withdraw his remarks or apologise. 

 
4.4 Cr Peter Johns stated he stood by his comments, and asked why the Chief Executive 

had allowed a resolution to go through without noting the necessity for consultation 
with the Police and Ministry of Transport, and that the Chief Executive had not 
advised the Council that the final resolution should have been amended to include 
the required consultation. 

 
4.5 The Chief Executive Blair King noted again that the resolution to close the road was 

made through Councillors, contrary to the advice of staff, and there is an obligation 
on them to fully read the agenda items, which included the relevant requirements if 
the Council chose to decline the staff advice.  In this case, noting that Councillors 
were passing a resolution to close the road, amending the resolution to state the 
closure would apply after consultation with the Police and Ministry of Transport was 
not consulting openly, instead informing.  He again asked Cr Johns to withdraw the 
comments, which Cr Johns declined.  
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4.6 The Chief Executive Blair King was asked to explain who was responsible for the 

maintenance costs of Oxford Road if the closure was lifted.  Mr King advised that the 
New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) had been required to correct through the 
media an incorrect impression given by one Councillor that the NZTA were not 
contributing to these costs.  Day to day maintenance is covered under the Council’s 
Financial Assistance Rate (FAR or subsidy at 60c/$), from the NZTA.  Extra-ordinary 
maintenance requirements, for example at the chicanes, will be assessed with the 
NZTA after the Gorge is reopened, which the NZTA has offered to fund at 100% FAR.  
It was also noted that the NZTA has fully funded the rebuild and widening of 
Woodlands Road, along with proposing a $4.5 million capital project for improving 
the alternate routes.  

 
4.7 Cr Warren Davidson asked the Chief Executive to explain why in his report to the 

Council of 22 November, Section 5.1, he used the words “formal notification to Police 
and Ministry of Transport” rather than consultation.  The Chief Executive Blair King 
noted the reference was to raise Councillors’ attention to the requirements of Section 
11(d) of the Act that formed part of the report, which was a separate process to the 
usual closure applications considered by the Council.    

 
4.8 The recommendation in the report, dated 21 December, was moved with the 

following points being noted: 
 

• There has been a growing weight of public opinion against the closure of Oxford 
Road to through traffic. 
 

• General disappointment was expressed at the lack of support for the Woodville 
business community. 

 

• The closure has impacted on a larger number of people than anticipated. 
 

• The completion of road works and white line marking indicating the turn into 
Woodlands Road from Saddle Road should encourage travellers to drive 
through Woodville.   The use of signposts could also be used to further promote 
Woodville businesses.  
 

• The Council has a good relationship with the NZTA and it is working 
collaboratively with them regarding the costs of maintenance on the Council’s 
affected roads, the Saddle Road and the Pahiatua Track. 

 
4.9 That the Council lift the 100 metre closure of Oxford Road at Woodlands Road 

imposed under Schedule 10, Section 11(d) of the Local Government Act 1974. 
 

 Crs Southgate/Dodunski         
  
4.10 It was requested that a vote on the motion be taken by way of a division, with the 

outcome being as follows: 
 

 For       Against 
 His Worship the Mayor – Mr R A Ellis  Cr S A Hull 
 Cr W H Davidson     Cr P A Johns 
 Cr J B Dodunski     Cr D A Roberts 
 Cr K R Fenemor     
 Cr W H Keltie 
 Cr C W Southgate 
  
4.11 The Mayor declared that the motion was carried. 
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There being no further business the Mayor thanked those present for their attendance and 
contributions, and declared the meeting closed at 1.30pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 Mayor 
 
 


