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Tararua District Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Tararua District Council held in the Council Chamber, 26 Gordon Street, 
Dannevirke on Wednesday 24  June, 2009 commencing at 1.10pm. 
 
1. Present 
 

Her  Worship the  Mayor –  Mrs M E  Reynolds,  Crs  D A Lea (Deputy Mayor),  
W H Davidson, R A Ellis, K R Fenemor,  W H Keltie and C W Southgate. 
 
In Attendance 

 
 Mr B  King - Chief Executive  
 Mr S Taylor - Manager District Assets 
 Mr R  Taylor - Governance Manager 
 Mr P Wimsett - Manager Corporate Services 
 Mr T Gerbich - Manager Community Development 
 Mr M Brown  - Manager Environmental Services 
 Ms E Roberts - Revenue Manager 
 
2. Council Prayer 
 
2.1 The Council Prayer was given by Her Worship the Mayor – Mrs M E Reynolds. 
 
3. Apologies 
 
3.1 That the apologies be sustained from Crs C D Matthews and D A Roberts for non-

attendance at the meeting. 
 
 Crs Southgate/Keltie         Carried 
 
4. Notification of Items Not on the Agenda 
 
4.1 Nil 
 
5. Personal Matters 
 
5.1 The Council’s congratulations are to be conveyed to Adam Reeves on his success in 

becoming the national champion of cross country motorcycle racing. 
 
5.2 A letter is to be sent to John Hayes (the Member of Parliament for the Wairarapa 

Constituency) to point out his incorrect public statements regarding local authority costs 
and rating. 

 
5.3 The recent passing of Marcus Poole (a former Dannevirke Borough Council Mayor) was 

acknowledged, and the Council extends its condolences to Cr Roberts and his wife on this 
sad occasion. 

 
6. Horizons Regional Council 
 
6.1 Horizons Regional Council/Tararua District Council Memorandum of Understanding 
 
6.1.1 Her Worship welcomed Garrick Murfitt (Chairman) and Michael McCartney (Chief 

Executive) of the Horizons Regional Council to the meeting. 
 
6.1.2 An apology was noted from Greg Carlyon (Group Manager Regional Planning and 

Regulatory) for non-attendance at the meeting. 
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6.1.3 The Chief Executive (Blair King) introduced the Memorandum of Understanding between 
the Horizons Regional Council and the Tararua District Council, and thanked the Regional 
Council for working with the Council to develop the basis of this document. 

 
6.1.4 The Regional Council’s Chairman acknowledged the benefits for both Councils through the 

Memorandum of Understanding, and the particular emphasis on strengthened 
communication and working in the best interests of the respective communities and the 
environment. 

 
6.1.5 It was noted that the Memorandum of Understanding sets out specific outcomes to be 

carried out by both parties in the next twelve months. 
 
6.1.6 The Memorandum of Understanding was then signed by the Mayor and the Chief 

Executive of the Tararua District Council and the Chairman and Chief Executive of the 
Horizons Regional Council. 

 
6.2 Regional Council Report 
 
6.2.1 Garrick Murfitt gave a verbal report on various Regional Council matters of interest and 

relevance to the Tararua District, and this included reference to the following. 
 

• The district’s rivers are mostly at low flows in all of the catchments. 
 

• Meetings of the district’s various river liaison committees have been held. 
 

• The sustainable land use initiative targets have been completed. 
 

• The Animal Health Board is moving  out of undertaking work in the Tararua District 
relating to Tb control, and as a consequence the Horizons Regional Council funding for 
possum control in this area has been increased. 

 
• The Regional Council’s Long Term Council Community Plan will shortly be finalised 

and adopted, and its focus is on core business without any new projects, and more 
funding for the management of plant pests. 

 
• A steering group has been established to consider the future needs regarding transport 

and roading projects of regional significance. 
 

• The Government has changed the criteria for funding roading projects, and this may 
have implications in terms of the priority for the proposed “R” funded Pahiatua Route 
upgrade project. 

 
• Funding for the Animal Health Board will be maintained in the 2009/10 financial year, 

with these funds to be withdrawn by the Regional Council thereafter. 
 

• The opportunities for shared services with other local authorities is being considered as 
this has the potential to significantly  reduce costs for ratepayers. 

 
6.2.2 Her Worship thanked the representatives from the Horizons Regional Council for their 

attendance at the meeting. 
 
7. Confirmation of Minutes 
    
7.1 That the minutes of the Council meetings held on 27 May, 2009 and 3 June, 2009  (as 

circulated) be confirmed as a true and accurate record of these meetings. 
 
 Crs Davidson/Fenemor        Carried 
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8. Any Matters Arising From The Minutes 
 
8.1 Stock Effluent Disposal Facility At Woodville  (Item 9.3.2) 
 
8.1.1 The stock effluent disposal facility proposed in the vicinity of the Woodville railway area is 

included within the regional programme of the New Zealand Transport Agency. 
 
8.1.2 The matter of waste disposal from this facility through using the Council’s sewerage 

treatment plant is still the subject of discussion, particularly with regard to whether this can 
be adequately accommodated. 

 
 
9. Community Boards and Community Committees Reports 
 
9.1 Eketahuna Community Board  
 
9.1.1 That the report of the Eketahuna Community Board meeting held on 5 June, 2009 (as 

circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Keltie/Southgate        Carried 
 
9.1.2 Dumping on Cullen Street 
 
9.1.2.1 It was noted that dumping has again been occurring at the Cullen Street/Parkville Road 

corner, and this matter is being followed up as the area is not to be used for this purpose. 
 
9.2 Dannevirke Community Board  
 
9.2.1 That the report of the Dannevirke Community Board meeting held on 2 June, 2009 

(as circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Keltie/Southgate        Carried 
 
9.3 Woodville Districts’ Vision  
 
9.3.1 That the report of the Woodville Districts’ Vision meeting  held on 3 June, 2009 (as 

circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Keltie/Southgate        Carried 
 
9.4 Pahiatua On Track  
 
9.4.1 That the report of the Pahiatua On Track meeting held on 3 June, 2009  (as 

circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Keltie/Southgate        Carried 
 
10. Reports 
 
10.1 Resource Management and Liquor Licensing 
 
10.1.1 That the report from the Manager Environmental  Services  dated 16 June, 2009  

concerning approvals given under delegated authority in relation to the functions of 
Resource Management and  Liquor Licensing (as circulated) be received, and the 
contents contained therein be noted by the Council. 

 
 Crs Lea/Ellis         Carried 
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10.2 2009/2010 Dog Control Fees 
 
10.2.1 That the report from the Manager Environmental Services dated 5 June, 2009  

concerning the 2009/2010 dog control fees  (as circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Lea/Fenemor         Carried 
 
10.2.2 That pursuant to Section 37 of the Dog Control Act 1996, the following dog control 

fees be set for the year 1 July, 2009 to 30 June, 2010: 
 
 Dogs on preferred owner status    $32.00 (GST inclusive) 
 Rural dogs (dogs on properties of 1 ha or greater)  $19.00 (GST inclusive) 
 Urban dogs (dogs on properties of less that 1 ha)  $64.00 (GST inclusive) 
 
 And that for any dog required to be registered by 1 August 2009, but remaining 

unregistered, an additional penalty fee of 50%of the original fee will apply. 
 
 Crs Lea/Southgate         Carried 
 
 
10.3 Chief Executive’s Report 
 
10.3.1 That the staff report from the Chief Executive dated 17 June, 2009 concerning an 

update on key projects and items of interest to the Council (as circulated) be 
received. 

 
 Crs Keltie/Fenemor        Carried 
 
10.3.2 Roading 
 
10.3.2.1 Cr Keltie conveyed his thanks to the Consultancy Manager for the prompt actions and 

assistance that he gave in dealing with an irate ratepayer’s concerns regarding Rimu 
Road.  He noted that this situation could have been avoided through prior communication 
with the person concerned. 

 
10.3.2.2 Cr Keltie expressed concern regarding the very poor standard of a hot mix job in the 

vicinity of Julia Street, Dawson Street and Cambridge Street (Pahiatua), and requested 
that this matter be followed up. 

 
10.3.3 Solid Waste Recycling 
 
10.3.3.1 Her Worship the Mayor and the Chief Executive attended a meeting with representatives 

from the Herbertville Community to discuss their concerns relating to the provision of the 
red recycling bins service. 

 
10.3.3.2 It was agreed that options to provide this service to Herbertville would be looked at, 

particularly as there has been an increased demand from the residents to have access to 
this service. 

 
 
10.4 Adoption of the Long Term Council Community Plan 2009/2019 
 
10.4.1 That the report from the Manager Corporate Services dated 16 June, 2009 

concerning the Long Term Council Community Plan 2009/2019  (as circulated) be 
received. 

 
 Crs Southgate/Ellis         Carried 
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10.4.2 A revised copy of the Long Term Council Community Plan 2009/2019 was circulated to 
each member of the Council, and the document has been cleared by Audit New Zealand. 

 
10.4.3 The Manager Corporate Services introduced the Long Term Council Community Plan 

2009/2019 which has been produced to reflect the Council’s decisions arising from the 
consultation process. 

 
10.4.4 There was discussion on the funding of the Woodville Town Centre upgrade project, and 

the issues raised by Woodville Districts’ Vision regarding the Council’s decision to use for 
this purpose the funds held in the Council’s Reserves that were derived from Woodville 
land sale proceeds. 

 
10.4.5 It was noted that this matter was the subject of previous consultation with the district’s 

community boards and community committees, and after considering their comments and 
the High Court decision the Council resolved at its meeting held on 11 December, 2006 as 
follows: 

 
 “That in respect of the Woodville land sale proceeds issue, the Council: 
 

1. Acknowledges the responses from the four communities, and 
2. Agrees to invest the proceeds from the sale of land west of Woodville in the 

Tararua General Purpose Reserve for the betterment of all Tararua residents”. 
 
10.4.6 Concern was expressed that this matter needs to be clarified to provide certainty for the 

planning and funding of this project. 
 
10.4.7 Because of these discussions needing further follow up there was agreement that the 

project remain in the budget, with interim debt to be used until the matter is resolved.  The 
$396,000 held in the Council’s Reserves is tagged for the project once construction 
commences. 

 
10.4.8 That the adjustments made as a result of the consultation on the Draft Long Term 

Council Community Plan 2009/2019 as detailed in the report received from the 
Manager Corporate Services dated 16 June, 2009 and including the appendix 
attached thereto be confirmed, and 

 
 That the Long Term Council Community Plan 1 July, 2009 to 30 June, 2019 of the 

Tararua District Council be received and adopted subject to the following caveat. 
 
 “That the $700,000 Woodville Town Centre upgrade from 2010/11 remain on hold 

until the funding deliberation of the Council meeting of 3 June, 2009 on the Long 
Term Council Community Plan (reference item 5.2.3 of the minutes applicable to this 
matter) is confirmed”. 

 
 Reason for Caveat to this Resolution 
 
 That there is a dispute over the legitimacy of using the proceeds from the Woodville 

land sale towards this project.  Until this matter is resolved, the project cannot 
proceed, or the project scope will require revisiting. 

 
 Crs Southgate/Ellis          
 
 
10.4.9 It was requested that a vote on the motion be taken by way of a division, with the outcome 

being as follows. 
 
 
 
 For         Against 
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 Her Worship the Mayor – Mrs M E Reynolds  Cr W H Davidson 
 Cr D A Lea 
 Cr R A Ellis 
 Cr K R Fenemor 
 Cr W H Keltie 
 Cr C W Southgate 
 
10.4.10 Her Worship declared that the motion is carried. 
 
10.4.11 It was noted that the wording of the Long Term Council Community Plan inside front cover 

may need to be reviewed regarding farming and its contribution to the district’s economy. 
 
10.5 Rates Resolution 
 
10.5.1 That the report from the Revenue Manager dated 17 June, 2009 concerning the 

proposed rates resolution for the 2009/2010 financial year (as circulated) be 
received. 

 
 Crs Southgate/Keltie         Carried 
 
10.5.2 That the Tararua District Council resolves to set the rates under section 23(2)(b) of 

the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 for the year commencing 1 July 2009 and 
ending on 30 June 2010 as follows.   

 
 Please note:- 

• All references to sections are to sections of the Local Government (Rating) Act 
2002 

• All amounts stated are GST inclusive 
• The term “rating unit”  means either: 

• one rating unit or; 
• part of a rating unit where Council has created divisions for the purpose of 

remission or application of non-rateable status (for clarity the remaining 
part may receive a full charge for rates) or; 

• two or more rating units where they must be treated as 1 unit for setting a 
rate if those units are: 

 owned by the same person or persons; and 
 used jointly as a single unit; and 
 contiguous or separated only by a road, railway, drain, water race, 

river, or stream. 
 

 General Rate 
 Pursuant to sections 13(2) (b) and 14, a differential general rate in the dollar of land 

value on each rating unit for the different categories of rateable land as follows: 
 

  Rural properties    $0.00036128 
  Urban properties    $0.00330629 
  Industrial/Commercial properties  $0.01151720 
 

 Uniform Annual General Charge 
 Pursuant to section 15(1)(a), a uniform annual general charge of $549.00 on every 

rating unit in the district. 
 
 

 Targeted Roading Rate 
 Pursuant to sections 16(3)(a) and 16(4)(a), a uniform rate in the dollar of $0.00186090 

on the rateable land value of every rating unit in the district. 
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 Urban Water Rate 

 Pursuant to sections 16(3)(b), 16(4)(a) and 18 a uniform targeted rate of $261.79 per 
separate connection on every rating unit which receives an ordinary supply of water 
from an urban water supply and a uniform targeted rate of $130.89 on every rating 
unit to which an ordinary supply of water can be but is not supplied, being a 
property situated within 100 metres from any part of the water works except for:  

 
• Those separately rateable properties on metered supply that are charged a fee 

under section 150(6) of the Local Government Act 2002 according to the scale of 
fees and penalties set in the Long Term Council Community Plan. 

 
• Pongaroa Water Supply is a rural supply and is rated for through a separate 

targeted rate. 
 
 Pongaroa Water Rate 

 Pursuant to section 19(2)(a) a fixed charge of $79.24 per unit of water consumed 
from the Pongaroa Water Supply. 

 
 Urban Sewerage Rate (excluding educational establishments, multiple unit 

residential properties and properties charged trade waste fees) 
 

 Pursuant to sections 16(3)(b), 16(4)(b) and 18(3) a differential targeted rate for urban 
sewerage will be charged as follows: 

 
• A fixed amount of $475.76 per separately used or inhabited part of a rating unit 

connected to the sewerage system, and 
 
• On every connected rating unit with 4 or more water closets/urinals, a fixed 

amount of $157.00 for each water closet or urinal excluding the first 3, and 
excluding any in addition to 12. 

 
 Educational establishments, multiple unit residential properties and properties 

charged trade waste fees are excluded from this rate. Note: A rating unit used 
primarily as a residence for one household will be treated as having only one water 
closet/urinal. 

 
 Urban Sewerage Rate – educational establishments and multi unit residential 

properties 
  

 Pursuant to sections 16(3)(b) and 16(4)(a) for educational establishments and multi 
unit residential properties a uniform targeted rate of $475.76 will be charged on each 
water closet/urinal connected to the urban sewerage system. 

 
 Educational establishments are as defined under Schedule 1, clause 6 of the Local 

Government (Rating) Act 2002. 
 

 Urban Stormwater Rate 
 Pursuant to sections 16(3)(b) and 16(4)(a) and 18 a targeted rate set at a fixed 

amount of $117.57 per rating unit on every serviceable rating unit in the Tararua 
District urban stormwater drainage area. 

 
 

 Footpaths Special Development Loan Rate - Dannevirke 
 Pursuant to sections 16(4)(b), 17(b) and 18 (3) a targeted differential rate of $30.01 on 

every rating unit in the North Ward and of $24.47 on every rating unit in the South 
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Ward where a Lump Sum Contribution has not been elected under Part 4A 
comprising sections 117A to 117N and Schedule 3A. 

 
 

 Roading Special Development Loan Rate – Pahiatua-Palmerston North Route 
 Pursuant to sections 16(4)(b), 17(b) and 18 (3) a targeted differential rate of $2.14 on 

every rating unit in the North Ward and of $2.65 on every rating unit in the South 
Ward.  

 
 Due Date for Payment of Rates 

 Rates and charges for the year ending on 30 June 2010 will be assessed in four 
instalments, which will become due and payable on the following dates: 

 
  Instalment 1  31 August 2009 
  Instalment 2    30 November 2009 
  Instalment 3  28 February 2010 
  Instalment 4  31 May 2010 
 
 Penalties 

 
 That the Council resolves pursuant to section 57(1) to authorise the following 

penalties to be added on unpaid rates: 
 

1. A penalty under section 58(1) (a) of 10 percent on so much of any instalment 
that has been assessed after 1 July 2009 and which is unpaid on the day after 
the due date for payment. (Instalment penalty) 

 
2. A penalty under section 58(1)(b) of 10 percent on so much of any rates assessed 

before 1 July 2009 which remain unpaid on 8 July 2009. (Arrears penalty) 
 

3. A charge under section 58(1)(c) of 10 percent on so much of any rates to which 
a penalty has been added under (2) if the rates remain unpaid on 8 January 
2010. (Arrears penalty) 

 
 The scheduled dates to add the penalties to the unpaid rates are as at the following 

dates: 
 

   9 July 2009       (Arrears penalty) 
1 September 2009  (Instalment penalty) 

   1 December 2009 (Instalment penalty) 
   9 January 2010  (Arrears penalty) 
   1 March 2010  (Instalment penalty) 
   1 June 2010  (Instalment penalty) 

   
 Discount 

 
 A 3% discount by way of remission will be provided where a ratepayer makes full 

payment of the 2009/2010 rates on or before 31 August 2009. 
 
 Her Worship/Cr Keltie          
 

 
 
10.5.3 It was requested that a vote on the motion be taken by way of a division, with the outcome 

being as follows. 
 
 For          
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 Her Worship the Mayor – Mrs M E Reynolds   
 Cr D A Lea 
 Cr W H Davidson 
 Cr R A Ellis 
 Cr K R Fenemor 
 Cr W H Keltie 
 Cr C W Southgate 
 
10.5.4 Her Worship declared that the motion is carried. 
 
 
10.6 TDC Holdings Limited Draft Statement of Intent 
 
10.6.1 That the report from the Manager Corporate Services dated 17 June, 2009 

concerning TDC Holdings Limited Draft Statement of Intent 2009/2010 to 2011/12 (as 
circulated) be received. 

 
 Crs Davidson/Southgate        Carried 
 
10.6.2 The Chairman of TDC Holdings Limited, Allan Benbow was in attendance at the meeting 

for this item of business. 
 
10.6.3 The Manager Corporate Services and the Chairman of the Holding Company introduced 

the Draft Statement of Intent circulated to the Council for its consideration. 
 
10.6.4 The directors of the Holding Company were invited to consider the development of 

appropriate information for media release to explain to the community the returns received 
by the Council from the company and through its subsidiaries. 

 
10.6.5 The Holding Company Chairman was requested to forward to the Council’s Chief 

Executive details of options and costs for the use of the Tahoraiti forestry block. 
 
10.6.6 This information will then be used to prepare a report on this matter for the Council’s 

meeting of 22 July, 2009. 
 
10.6.7 That the Draft Statement of Intent of TDC Holdings Limited for the year commencing 

1 July, 2009 be approved and that the Board of TDC Holdings Limited be advised 
accordingly. 

 
 Crs Lea/Southgate         Carried 
 
10.6.8 Her Worship conveyed the Council’s thanks to the directors of the Holding Company for 

their work throughout the year in representing its interests, and noted the review ahead 
regarding the delivery of various contracted services provided by the Council.  

 
 
10.7 2009/10 Draft Business Plan 
 
10.7.1 The Chief Executive introduced the 2009/10 Draft Business Plan, and invited feedback on 

the level of information and projects included.  An updated Business Plan will be provided 
to the Council in January of next year. 

 
 
 
11. Mayoral Matters 
 
11.1 Opening of McDonald’s Restaurant In Dannevirke  
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11.1.1 It was noted that the new McDonald’s Restaurant in Dannevirke will shortly be opening. 
 
11.2 Pahiatua Marae Opening 
 
11.2.1 The new Pahiatua Marae at Riccarton Road is to be officially opened on Saturday 18 July, 

2009. 
 
11.2.2 Councillors are invited to attend the functions to be held to recognise this special occasion, 

and there is a dawn service commencing at 6.30am and a further ceremony at 10.30am. 
 
11.3 Long Term Council Community Plan 2009/2019 
 
11.3.1 Her Worship conveyed the Council’s thanks to all of the staff involved in the preparation of 

the Long Term Council Community Plan 2009/2019, and acknowledged the tremendous 
amount of work required to produce this document. 

 
11.3.2 It was noted that this process is to be reviewed at a national level given the significant 

costs incurred by local authorities in relation to this matter. 
 
11.4 Resignation of Manager District Assets 
 
11.4.1 Her Worship noted the resignation received from the Manager District Assets, Stephen 

Taylor and thanked him for his fourteen years service to the Council. 
 
11.4.2 A function will be arranged in the future to acknowledge his contribution, with a date still to 

be determined for this event. 
 
12. Items Not On The Agenda 
 
12.1 Nil 
 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business Her Worship thanked those present for their attendance and 
contributions, and declared the meeting closed at  3.55pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
                           MAYOR 


