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Tararua District Council 
 
Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Tararua District Council held on Tuesday and 
Wednesday 26 and 27 May, 2009  for the purpose of hearing submissions on the Draft Long Term 
Council Community Plan 2009/2019. 
 
This meeting commenced at 10.05am in the Pahiatua Service Centre Chamber, 136 Main Street, 
Pahiatua on Tuesday 26 May, 2009.   It then resumed in the Tararua District Council Chamber, 26 
Gordon Street, Dannevirke at 9.35am on Wednesday 27 May, 2009. 
 
1. Present 
 
 Her Worship the Mayor – Mrs M E Reynolds, Crs D A Lea (Deputy Mayor),  W H Davidson, 

R A Ellis, K R Fenemor, W H Keltie (on Tuesday), C D Matthews,   D A Roberts and C W 
Southgate. 

 
 In Attendance 
 
 Mr B King  - Chief Executive 
 Mr R Taylor - Governance Manager 
 
2. Apologies 
 
2.1 That an apology be sustained from Cr W H Keltie  for non-attendance at the meeting 

on Wednesday. 
 
 Crs Southgate/Davidson         Carried 
 
 
3. Hearing of Submissions On The Council’s Draft Long Term Council 

Community Plan 2009/2019 (LTCCP) 
 
3.1 The meeting proceeded to hear  the following speakers present verbal submissions in 

support of their written submission on the Council’s Draft  Long Term Council Community 
Plan 2009/2019. 

 
 Submission   
    Number Name 

 
 54 Tad Krogulec 
 

• Opposes treating drinking water with chlorine due to the risks involved. 
 

• Opposes incurring significant costs on consultants to resolve drinking 
water quality issues. 

 
• Proposes the use of chlorine dioxide to treat drinking water and other 

ways to improve the quality of water sourced from rivers. 
 
 30 Cynthia Cass 
 

• Expresses concern at the significant rate increases being proposed and 
their impact on ratepayers, particularly the rural community. 

 
• Proposes that the Council must review its spending priorities and make 

cuts to ensure budgets recognise the financial circumstances of the 
economy and the community. 

 



 
Extraordinary Meeting – 26 and 27 May, 2009         Page 2 
Hearing of  Submissions on Council’s Draft  Long Term Council Community Plan 2009/2019 

• Supports affordable improvements to water quality. 
 

• Supports improvements to the Pahiatua Track subject to an 85% subsidy 
towards these costs. 

 
• Opposes funding for town centre refurbishments as there are higher 

priorities. 
 

• Opposes increased landfill charges and closing existing landfills. 
 

• Supports the combining of the Pahiatua Service Centre and the Pahiatua 
Information Centre. 

 
• Supports the continuation of existing swimming pools, but not new pools.  

Such expenditure must be reviewed in light of the significant costs 
involved. 

 
• The upkeep  of parks and reserves could be done more economically. 

 
• Supports the rating system being urgently reviewed and the Government 

being challenged on the costs it is imposing on ratepayers.  This also 
applies to the regional council. 

 
  37  Ken Smart 
 

• Expresses concern at the affordability of rates, particularly those charges 
for undeveloped sections which pay a part charge for the availability of 
services. 

 
• Supports the competitive tendering for services. 

 
• Questions the establishment of transfer station facilities? 

 
• Considers that rating should reflect the benefits received with regard to 

the services provided. 
 
  43  June Edmonds 
 

• Requests that the remaining section of Castlehill Road be sealed.  There 
are 6 kilometres not sealed, and the condition of the road’s surface is 
badly corrugated. 

 
  53  Terry Watson 
 

• Opposes the significant rate increases being proposed; these are not 
affordable to ratepayers. 

 
• Questions where is the revenue from the landfills that are accepting 

rubbish from out of the district?  This was to fund the costs of developing 
transfer stations. 

 
• Questions the cost to ratepayers  of improving water quality?  Also 

cemetery projects should be funded from their own specific reserve for 
this purpose. 

 
• Expresses concern at the standard of work on Council services and the 

cost to ratepayers. 
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  61 Janice Bryant 
 

• Objects to the significant rate increases being proposed. 
 

• Supports cuts to the Council budgets and the prioritising of expenditure. 
 

• Expresses concern at the quality of drinking water. 
 

• Proposes investigating other sources to find a suitable water supply for 
the community. 

 
  62  Jean Eddie for Pahiatua and Districts Museum Society 
 

• Seeks Council funding and support to continue the operation of the 
Pahiatua Museum. 

 
  63 John Gilberthorpe for the Pukaha Mount Bruce Board 
 

• Seeks a Council contribution of $50,000 spread over two years for stage 
two of the Pukaha Mount Bruce National Wildlife Centre upgrade. 

 
  65 John Harman for the Eketahuna Community Board 
 

• Acknowledges the overall direction and vision of the Plan. 
 

• Supports the concept of urban development, with funding for this 
purpose to be determined collectively in the interests of all communities 
in the Southern  Ward. 

 
• Opposes ceasing the red recycling bins. 

 
• Acknowledges the value of the Eketahuna Information Centre being 

independent from the Council’s Service Centre/Library facility. 
 

• Seeks greater funding to recognise the Eketahuna Information Centre’s 
contribution as an all year round information centre service. 

 
• Supports funding for swimming pool renewals, but acknowledges the 

difficulty for Eketahuna  to raise significant funding for this purpose. 
 

• Supports the development of the Pahiatua Track subject to “R” funding 
being secured. 

 
• Supports both the specialist in-house teams subject to costs being 

monitored to ensure that they are competitive against the option of this 
work being contracted and tendered. 

 
• Proposes that the Council considers generating revenue through selling 

its shares in Infracon and forestry to offset rate increases and fund major 
projects. 

 
  71 Katrina Dimock for Eketahuna Our Town Inc 
 

• Emphasises the value of the Eketahuna Information Centre and its all 
year round service, including opening on weekends and holidays. 
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• Requests that the Council grant greater funding for the Eketahuna 
Information Centre to acknowledge  its contribution to the district’s 
economy.  This could be achieved through re-allocating the budget 
provision for this activity throughout the district. 

 
  79 Allan Broom 
 

• Opposes the significant rate increases being proposed as they are not 
affordable along with expenditure on upgrading town centres. 

 
• Emphasise to the Government that the costs of upgrading water 

infrastructure to the standards required cannot be afforded without 
financial assistance from them. 

 
• Consider amalgamations with other local authorities to increase the 

rating base. 
 
  84 John Verheul 
 

• Opposes the upgrading of the Pahiatua Track unless central government 
comes to the party and starts funding these works. 

 
• Defer upgrades to towns until the economy improves. 

 
• Expresses concern at the standard of the work being undertaken by 

Infracon on the Council’s services. 
 

• Supports the proposals for in-house teams to undertake parks and 
reserves and specialist water and wastewater work. 

 
• Supports service centres and information centres being combined. 

 
• Proposes that the Council considers options for providing a swimming 

pool facility in Pahiatua. 
 

• Cease providing the red recycling bins. 
 

  124 George Ross 
 

• Requests that the Council review its priorities for capital projects. 
 

• Accepts the existing standards that the district’s roading is being 
maintained. 

 
• Questions the value of upgrading the Pahiatua Track?, and suggests that 

this project be deferred. 
 

• Questions the cost of solid waste services and the value of the red bins? 
 

• Proposes reductions to the level of funding for depreciation and 
computer software upgrades. 

 
• Supports the contract arrangements for parks and reserves subject to 

them being reviewed. 
 

• Supports the combining of service centres and information centres. 
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• Proposes that a greater return be required on commercial property or 
consider selling these assets. 

 
  96 Ann Marie Bengston 
 

• Requests street lights in Edward Street, Matai Place, Tyndall Street 
extension and Paterson Street. 

 
• Emphasises that the quality of the water in Pahiatua is not good. 

 
• Expresses concern at the lichen on the names of streets. 

 
• Requests that PD workers be used to remove leaves which are blocking 

drains  in  various streets of Pahiatua. 
 

• Supports rubbish labels being continued for tenants in the Council’s 
pensioner housing. 

 
• Urges that more industry be encouraged to come to Pahiatua and create 

opportunities for employment. 
 

3.2 The meeting adjourned at 12.45pm, and then resumed at 1.15pm.  Cr Matthews returned to 
the meeting at 1.35pm (during the hearing of the submission from Jim Sutherland). 

 
3.3 The meeting proceeded to hear the following speakers present verbal submissions in 

support of their written submission on the Council’s Draft Long Term Council Community 
Plan 2009/2019. 

 
 Submission   
    Number Name 

 
  125 James Reid 
 

• Supports empowerment of community organisations with financial 
assistance from the Council to undertake community projects and 
initiatives. 

 
• Supports funding for community committees that encourage public 

participation and make voluntary contributions to providing services and 
facilities. 

 
• Proposes that the Woodville Town Centre upgrade be deferred and the 

extent of this project is reviewed, particularly with regard to considering 
the camber of the main street and its impact on space for parking. 

 
  153 Jim Sutherland 
 

• The viability of farming is being threatened by significant rate increases 
and other increasing costs and charges. 

 
  156 Mike Daisley for Sport Manawatu 
 

• Appreciates the good working relationship with the Council. 
 

• Supports the Council’s commitment to encouraging participation in sports 
and providing facilities for recreational activities. 

 
• Supports the in-house option for parks and reserves. 
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• Supports the important role of the Bush Multisport Trust. 

 
• Requests that the Council acknowledge in the LTCCP the partnership 

which exists with Sport Manawatu. 
 

  89 Ivan Johanson for Grey Power Tararua 
 

• Expresses concern at the ability of superannuitants to pay increasing 
rates from their limited fixed income. 

 
  9 Ivan Johanson 
 

• Opposes stopping the Woodville Town Centre upgrade proceeding as it 
is essential to progressing the future development of the town. 

 
• Urges that more funding be directed to promoting the district and its 

communities as a great place to live.  This will increase the rating base 
and the number of people paying rates through attracting new residents 
to the district. 

 
  159 Chris Lester for the Department of Conservation 
 

• Explained the role and vision of the Department of Conservation and 
their link in achieving community outcomes. 

 
• Requests that the role of the Tararua District Plan and resource 

management be acknowledged in protecting biodiversity within the 
district. 

 
• Requests that the Manawatu Gorge biodiversity project be 

acknowledged in the LTCCP. 
 

• Requests the extension of the rating remissions policy to all ratepayers 
who preserve and protect indigenous biodiversity sites through a 
covenant. 

 
• Requests that the wording relating to water supply demand management 

contingencies be reviewed and funding provided for these programmes. 
 

  160 Richard Munneke for the Horizons Regional Council 
 

• Supports funding for coastal erosion projects at Akitio. 
 

• Commends the Council on progressing its wastewater discharge 
consents. 

 
• Supports the Council’s commitment to enhancing water supply services 

in the district. 
 

• Requests that the Council’s involvement in the Civil Defence Emergency 
Management Group be acknowledged in the activity statement. 

 
• Notes that the information for civil defence and rural fire subsidies may 

be transposed. 
 

• Notes that the reference to civil defence centres should be welfare 
centres. 
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3.4 The meeting adjourned at 2.45pm, and then resumed on the following day at 9.35am in the 

Tararua District Council Chamber, 26 Gordon Street, Dannevirke. 
 
3.5 Cr Keltie had conveyed his apology for non-attendance from this part of the meeting. 
 
3.6 The meeting proceeded to hear the following speakers present verbal submissions in 

support of their written submission on the Council’s Draft Long Term Council Community 
Plan 2009/2019. 

 
 Submission   
    Number Name 

 
  11 Susan Hammond 
 

• Opposes any proposal to cease providing the red recycling bins. 
 
 
  51 Bill Walker 
 

• Requests that the paper road located at Cowper side road be closed or 
his liability clarified in respect of locking the gate at this location. 

 
• Requests that the by-pass/compulsory stop at Millers Road/Denmark 

Street intersection be reviewed. 
 

• Questions when the widening and bridge replacement on the state 
highway at Matamau will proceed? 

 
• Opposes spending money to upgrade the Pahiatua Track unless an 85% 

subsidy is obtained from regional funding. 
 

  52 Richard Parker for the Dannevirke Mainstreet Group 
 

• Proposes that a high fidelity camera be purchased to help prevent crime 
in High Street. 

 
 
  64 Glennis McDonald for Dannevirke and Districts Grey Power Association 
 

• Expresses concern at the significant proposed rate increases and their 
impact on the elderly. 

 
  85 George Taylor and Rin Russell for the Akitio Ratepayers Committee 
 

• Requests financial assistance from the Council towards the cost of 
mitigating the Akitio Beach foreshore erosion and to protect the reserve 
in this location. 

 
 
  98 Richard Parker and Maurice Millar for the TRUK Group 
 

• Requests that the Council acknowledge the unsustainable environmental 
problem of the heavy trucks in High Street and urges that this issue be 
resolved by removing them through a north/south alternative heavy traffic 
route. 
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  97 Allen Benbow and Gordon Tripp for TDC Holdings Limited and Infracon  
             Limited 
  

• Proposes that instead of the options for parks and reserves and 
specialist water and plant operations teams the Council jointly review 
with Infracon the ways to manage and operate these services and 
assets. 
 

  111 Graeme Henderson 
  

• Expresses disappointment that seal extension  work has been put on 
hold and questions the Council’s approach to the funding of this work. 

 
• States that the maintenance of Coast Road is not acceptable. 

 
  121 Vanissa Robson for the Pongaroa Community 
  

• Supports the retention of the red recycling bins or an appropriate 
recycling service in Pongaroa. 

 
  127 Nick Hill 
 

• Supports the Council becoming a unitary authority. 
 

• Proposes that the Council consider selling its interest in Infracon. 
 

• Requests that the Council consider seeking the extension of the 
resource consents for the Dannevirke and Pahiatua landfills. 

 
• Expresses concern at the cost of the red recycling bins service and 

proposes that this contract be cancelled. 
 

• Supports the Council initiating a claim on behalf of the Dannevirke and 
Woodville Communities for the return of the proceeds of the Port of 
Napier Ltd shares. 

 
  128 Bob Smith for AA Manawatu 
 

• Proposes that passing bays be constructed on the Saddle Road. 
 
  129 Bob Smith 
 

• Supports the continuation of contracts for parks and reserves and 
specialist water and waste water. 

 

• Consider doing more work funded from loans to spread the cost over a 
longer period. 

 

• Supports funding for completing the sealing of Coast Road. 
 

• Supports the need to construct passing bays on the Saddle Road. 
 

• Expresses disappointment that there is no provision for the installation of 
sewerage treatment at Akitio and Herbertville. 

 

• Supports the Council seeking the extension of resource consents for the 
Dannevirke and Pahiatua landfills. 

 

• Supports the future metering of water for every connection. 
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  140 Peter Wood for Public Health Services, MidCentral Health 
 

• Supports the improvements to drinking water standards. 
 

• Commends the Council on its LTCCP  
 
  75 Warwick McCool 
 

• Opposes providing funding to upgrade the Pahiatua Track. 
 

• Opposes providing funding to upgrade the Pahiatua Town Centre. 
 

• Expresses concern at the significant rate increases being proposed and 
objects to spending on unnecessary expenditure. 

 
• Opposes the proposals for in-house operations for parks and reserves 

and specialist water teams. 
 

  131 Colin Bond 
 

• Questions the proposed change in direction for undertaking the parks 
and reserves contract? 

 
• Notes that the community outcomes survey does not acknowledge the 

question of who pays. 
 

• Expresses concern at the level of rating being proposed. 
 

• Opposes the basis of the existing rating system which is inequitable to 
the rural community and believes that cross subsidy is occurring 
between activities such as water and sewerage. 

 
  133 Andrew Day and Nick Perry for Tararua Federated Farmers 
 

• Expresses concern at the affordability of rates and the increases being 
proposed. 

 
• Notes that there is no definition in the plan regarding what affordability 

means to the community and the ratepayers ability to pay. 
 

• Questions the Council’s governance responsibilities in adopting the plan 
which proposes significant rate increases over the next three years? 

 
• Expresses concern at the qualification of the LTCCP by Audit New 

Zealand. 
 

• Recommends that the Council review its policy on funding reserves. 
 

• Expresses concern that the Council’s capital expenditure should be 
better prioritised and spread over more years than proposed. 

 
• Questions whether the computer software upgrade could be deferred or 

reviewed? 
 

• Opposes committing significant expenditure for town centre upgrades. 
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• Questions the justification for committing additional funding to roading to 
enable the upgrade of the Pahiatua Track? 

 
• Expresses concern at the cost of solid waste management and recycling. 

 
• Supports the Council adopting a zero rating impact to acknowledge the 

current economic environment and its consequences for the community 
and ratepayers. 

 
• Supports the combining of service centres and information centres. 

 
• Notes the submissions received on the private use of Infracon vehicles. 

 
• Supports the 5% rate discount being reduced for the early payment of 

rates. 
 

 
 
There being no further business Her Worship thanked those present for their attendance and 
contributions, and declared the meeting closed at 1.20pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 


