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Tararua District Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Tararua District Council held in the Council Chamber, 26 Gordon Street, 
Dannevirke on Wednesday 31  March 2010 commencing at 1.05pm. 
 
 
1. Present 
 

Her  Worship the  Mayor –  Mrs M E  Reynolds,  Crs D A Lea (Deputy Mayor),   
W H Davidson, R A Ellis, K R Fenemor, W H Keltie,  C D Matthews,  D A Roberts and  
C W Southgate. 
 
In Attendance 

 
 Mr B  King - Chief Executive  
 Mr R  Taylor - Governance Manager 
 Mr M Brown  - Manager Environmental Services 
 Miss  A Hemopo - Electoral Officer 
 Mrs J Mitchell - Chief Financial Officer (for item 12.9) 
 Mr B Cox - Management Accountant (for item 12.9) 
 
 
2. Council Prayer 
 
2.1 The Council Prayer was given by Her Worship the Mayor – Mrs M E Reynolds. 
 
 
3. Apologies 
 
3.1 Nil 
 
4. Notification of Items Not on the Agenda 
 
4.1 Nil 
 
5. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest in Relation to this Meeting’s Items of Business 
 
5.1 Cr Southgate declared an interest in agenda item 12.1 concerning the granting of his 

subdivision application, consent reference 1542 in the report from the Manager 
Environmental Services. 

 
5.2 Cr Fenemor declared an interest in agenda item 12.9 concerning the Statement of 

Proposal in the Draft Annual Plan 2010/2011 regarding the selling of three sections at 
Thyra Street, Dannevirke. 

 
6. Personal Matters 
 
6.1 The Council’s condolences have been conveyed to Cr Ellis and his wife on the passing of 

Mrs Ellis’s mother. 
 
7. Bush Multisport Trust Stage Three Development Project 
 
7.1 Her Worship welcomed Angela Leatherby, Sue Luoni and Stan Wolland of the Bush 

Multisport Trust to the meeting. 
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7.2 That the report from the Governance Manager dated 18 March 2010 concerning the 
Bush Multisport Trust application for funding from the Community Recreation Fund 
(as circulated) be received. 

 
 Crs Lea/Matthews         Carried 
 
7.3 Angela Leatherby spoke on the Bush Multisport Trust’s project to build a pavilion at its 

hockey, netball and tennis turf.   This is stage three of their development project, and its 
total cost is $487,795.00.  Of this amount the Trust has already secured funding of 
$255,299.00, and other avenues are being pursued to raise the balance required through 
applications for funds and support from the community.   It is hoped that the project will 
commence in July/August this year. 

 
7.4 That the application from the Bush Multisport Trust for financial assistance towards 

the cost of Stage 3 of developing their facilities through building a pavilion at its 
hockey, netball and tennis turf be approved, and 

  
 That the sum of $60,000 be granted from the Community Recreation Fund as a 

Council contribution of funding for this project. 
 
 Crs Lea/Keltie          Carried 
 
7.5 Her Worship commended the Bush Multisport Trust on its outstanding efforts in 

establishing an excellent multisport facility that is envied by many other communities. 

 

8. Hearing of Submissions on the Review of the Class 4 Gambling and Racing 
Board Venue Policy 

 
8.1 That the report from the Manager Environmental Services dated 17 March 2010 

concerning the submissions forwarded to the review of the Class 4 Gambling and 
Racing Board Venue Policy (as circulated) be received. 

 
 Crs Matthews/Keltie         Carried 
 
8.2 It was noted that the Dannevirke Community Board’s representative would not be 

presenting its submission regarding this item of business. 
 
8.3 The Council proceeded to hear the following submitters speaking in support of their written 

submission on the review of the Class 4 Gambling and Racing Board Venue Policy. 
 
 Jarrod True for New Zealand Racing Board 
 

o Outlined the background of racing in New Zealand with regard to its contribution to the 
community and the national economy. 

 
o Requests that the Board Venue (TAB) policy and class 4 venue (gaming machine) 

policy be separated, and that the consultation and review of the two policies be 
separated and done at different times. 

 
o Invites the Council to amend the wording of clause 3 to permit Board Venues to host 

gaming machines.   The proposed policy requires any new class 4 venue to have a 
liquor licence.  Board Venues are alcohol free but are expressly permitted to host 
gaming machines under the Gambling Act. 

 
o Supports the content of the current policy and opposes the proposed sinking lid policy. 

 
o Notes that debate on gambling is dominated by the harm caused from gaming 

machines problem gambling rather than gambling at TAB Board Venues. 
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o Emphasises  that Board Venues are controlled by the Racing (Harm Prevention and 

Minimisation) Regulations 2004, and that staff at Board Venues are required to 
undertake problem gambling awareness training. 

 
o Notes that there is a link between alcohol use and problem gambling. 

 
o Considers that restrictive caps and sinking lid policies do not reduce problem 

gambling. 
 
 Lisa Beighton for Pub Charity Incorporated 
 

o Emphasises that Gaming Machine Societies are the largest corporate charitable 
contributors in the New Zealand community and that Pub Charity is the oldest 
Charitable Gambling Society in New Zealand. 

 
o Notes that in the Tararua District Council area Pub Charity Incorporated currently 

operates 36 gaming machines at 5 venues. 
 

o Emphasises that donations funding from Pub Charity Incorporated are a vital source of 
income for many community organisations in the Tararua District. 

 
o States that from 1 October 2006 to 31 September 2009 Pub Charity Incorporated has 

provided the following benefits to the Tararua community: 
 

- Paid 216 donations totalling $980,713.28. 
 

 - Given grants to 120 recipient groups. 
 

 - Paid venue payments to local businesses supporting business vitality and 
employment. 

 
 - Paid tax, duties and levies to Central Government. 

 
o Considers that the current Council gambling policy along with the regulatory and 

compliance environment under the Gambling Act 2003 are sufficient for the 
administration of class 4 gambling in the Tararua District  for the following reasons: 

 
- Current New Zealand research and empirical evidence indicates that gaming 

machine density (machine numbers/population) is not a causative factor in the 
prevalence rate of problem gambling in the community. 

 
 - International experts have dismissed caps and sinking lids as effective harm 

prevention and minimisation measures. 
 
 - Anti-gaming groups calling for a sinking lid for gaming machine  numbers 

ignore the ineffectiveness of this policy as a harm prevention measure. 
 

o Supports the laissez faire approach for the Council’s gambling policy which sets no 
limits on gambling in the district. 

 
 Katherine Reweti for Problem Gambling Foundation of New Zealand 
 

o Considers that a decrease in gaming machine numbers will not cause a reduction to 
funding available for community organisations. 
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o Supports a review of the gaming machines trust funding system to provide a fairer, 
more efficient and transparent system resulting in increased funding for the community 
and grass roots  sport. 

 
o Emphasises the harm that electronic gaming machines cause in New Zealand to 

individuals as well as the community. 
 

o Notes that access to and the availability of gaming machines is associated with 
problem gambling. 

 
o Supports a sinking lid policy that provides a complete ban on any new venues or 

machines in the Tararua District.  This will reduce the number of venues over time but 
won’t affect existing venues or current community grant funding in the short term. 

 
o Considers that a district-wide ban on any new venues or machines would reduce the 

harm caused by gambling, including the social and economic harm. 
 

o Notes that there is a link with gambling prevalence and an increased number of 
gaming machines.   Reducing access to gaming machines would decrease the 
prevalence of problem gambling. 

 
o Notes that in 2008 10,000 people said they had committed illegal activities in the last 

year because of gambling.   Also over 74,000 people in New Zealand (2.4% of the 
population) would expect to have a better state of mental health if there was no 
gambling. 

 
o Supports the Council adopting a sinking lid policy to reduce the number of venues and 

machines over time as a result of existing venues closing and machines not being re-
licenced.  This would mean no new licences would be granted for new class 4 venues. 

 
 
9. Confirmation of Minutes 
    
9.1 That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 10  March 2010 (as circulated) be 

confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
 Crs Southgate/Ellis        Carried 
 
10. Any Matters Arising From The Minutes 
 
10.1 District Coastal Hazard Assessment   (Item 9.2) 
 
10.1.1 The Chief Executive clarified that the draft brief had been received concerning the 

preparation of the district coastal hazard assessment. 
 
 
11. Community Boards and Community Committees Reports 
 
11.1 Eketahuna Community Board  
 
11.1.1 That the report of the Eketahuna Community Board meeting held on 5 March 2010 

(as circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Roberts/Keltie        Carried 
 
 
 
 
11.1.2 Memorandum of Understanding for the Eketahuna Water Supply Resource Consent 
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11.1.2.1 It was noted that the Eketahuna Community Board is still waiting to receive from the 

Horizons Regional Council the finalised Memorandum of Understanding for the Eketahuna 
Water Supply resource consent. 

 
11.1.3 Proposed Closure of the Northern Wairarapa Railway Line 
 
11.1.3.1 That a letter be sent to the Minister of Transport and the Member of Parliament for 

Wairarapa, John Hayes, seeking clarification on the proposed intentions for the 
future of the northern Wairarapa railway line. 

 
 Crs Matthews/Lea         Carried 
 
 
11.2 Dannevirke Community Board  
 
11.2.1 That the report of the Dannevirke Community Board meeting held on 1 March 2010 

(as circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Roberts/Keltie        Carried 
 
 
11.3 Woodville Districts’ Vision  
 
11.3.1 That the reports of the Woodville Districts’ Vision meetings held on 3 March 2010 (as 

circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Roberts/Keltie        Carried 
 
 
11.3.2 Radio Woodville and TDC Notices 
 
11.3.2.1 The Chief Executive was requested to investigate the reasons for the Council advertising 

on radio stations outside of Tararua, but neglecting to advertise on local community radio 
stations. 

 
11.3.2.2 The outcome of the Chief Executive’s investigations will be reported back to the Council 

through the next staff report. 
 
11.3.3 Tararua Welcome Sign 
 
11.3.3.1 It was noted that the Tararua welcome sign by the Gorge is nearly covered in vegetation, 

and this needs to be cleared. 
 
11.4 Pahiatua On Track  
 
11.4.1 That the report of the Pahiatua On Track meeting held on 3 March 2010  (as 

circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Roberts/Keltie        Carried 
 
11.4.2 Pahiatua Water Supply 
 
11.4.2.1 Disappointment was expressed at the statements from Pahiatua On Track regarding the 

Council’s actions concerning the upgrading of the Pahiatua Water Supply. 
 
 
11.4.2.2 It was noted that the Ministry of Health had funded the cost of rewriting the Public Health 

Risk Management Plan for the Pahiatua Water Supply. 
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11.4.2.3 Expenditure incurred by the Council to progress the proposal for CAP funding was minimal, 

and not a significant cost to ratepayers as indicated by Pahiatua On Track. 
 
11.4.2.4 The Chief Executive was requested to write to Pahiatua On Track to inform them of the 

Council’s intentions to progress the proposed upgrading of the Pahiatua Water Supply. 
 
 
12. Reports 
 
12.1 Resource Management, Liquor Licensing and Sealing of Document 
 
12.1.1 That the report from the Manager Environmental Services  dated 22 March 2010  

concerning approvals given under delegated authority in relation to the functions of 
Resource Management, Liquor Licensing and the sealing of a document (as 
circulated) be received and the contents noted. 

 
 Crs Lea/Keltie          Carried 
 
 
12.2 Water Meter Leak 
 
12.2.1 That the report from the Utilities Manager dated 16 March 2010 concerning a water 

meter leak at 184 Cowper Road, Dannevirke  (as circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Roberts/Ellis          Carried 
 
12.2.2 That the Council authorises the write-off of $1,443.72 representing excess water 

charges incurred by the property owner of 184 Cowper Road, Dannevirke as a 
consequence of a faulty meter that was leaking, and the associated repairs were the 
Council’s responsibility to undertake. 

 
 Crs Roberts/Fenemor         Carried 
 
12.3 New Zealand Planning Institute Conference 
 
12.3.1 That the report from the Manager Environmental Services  dated 23 March 2010 

concerning the Council’s delegate at the New Zealand Planning Institute Conference  
(as circulated) be received. 

 
 Crs Lea/Matthews         Carried 
 
12.3.2 That the Council appoints Cr C W Southgate as its delegate to attend the New 

Zealand Planning Institute Conference to be held in Christchurch from 20 to 23 April 
2010. 

 
 Crs Lea/Matthews         Carried 
 
12.4 Building Act Review 2010 
 
12.4.1 That the report from the Manager Environmental Services dated 23 March 2010 

concerning the review of the Building Act (as circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Matthews/Southgate        Carried 
 
 
12.4.2 The Manager Environmental Services elaborated on the proposals being considered as 

part of the Government’s drive to “cut unnecessary red tape” through the Department of 
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Building and Housing review of the Building Act.  These have implications for the Council 
as an accredited Building Consent Authority. 

 
12.5 2010 Triennial Local Authority Elections 
 
12.5.1 That the report from the Electoral Officer dated 24 March 2010 concerning the 2010 

Triennial Local Authority Elections (as circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Matthews/Southgate        Carried 
 
12.5.2 That the Council notes the timetable for the 2010 Triennial Local Authority Elections, 

and 
 
 That the candidates names on the voting paper for these elections be arranged in 

pseudo-random order, and 
 
 That the returned voting papers be processed during the voting period, and such 

early processing to be undertaken in accordance with Section 79 of the Local 
Electoral Act 2001, the Local Electoral Regulations 2001 and the Society of Local 
Government Managers Code of Best Practice, and 

 
 That the method of voting be by way of postal voting. 
 
 Crs Matthews/Roberts             Motion Lost 
 
12.5.3 That the Council notes the timetable for the 2010 Triennial Local Authority Elections 

and 
 
 That the candidates names on the voting paper for these elections be arranged in 

alphabetical order of surname, and 
 
 That the returned voting papers be processed during the voting period, and such 

early processing to be undertaken in accordance with Section 79 of the Local 
Electoral Act 2001, the Local Electoral Regulations 2001 and the Society of Local 
Government Managers Code of Best Practice, and 

 
 That the method of voting be by way of postal voting. 
 
 Crs Keltie/Davidson          Motion Lost 
 
12.5.4 That the Council notes the timetable for the 2010 Triennial Local Authority Elections 

and 
 
 That the candidates names on the voting paper for these elections be arranged in 

random  order, and 
 
 That the returned voting papers be processed during the voting period, and such 

early processing to be undertaken in accordance with Section 79 of the Local 
Electoral Act 2001, the Local Electoral Regulations 2001 and the Society of Local 
Government Managers Code of Best Practice, and 

 
 That the method of voting be by way of postal voting. 
 
 Crs Lea/Southgate         Carried 
 
 
12.6 Manawatu-Wanganui Local Authority Shared Services Ltd 
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12.6.1 That the report from the Chief Executive dated 25 March 2010 concerning the 
exemption of Manawatu-Wanganui Local Authority Shared Services Ltd from status 
as a council-controlled organisation (as circulated) be received. 

 
 Cr Matthews/Her Worship        Carried 
 
12.6.2 That subject to confirmation by all member councils, the Manawatu-Wanganui Local 

Authority Shared Services Ltd (MW LASS) be exempt for the purposes of Section 
6(4)(i) of the Local Government Act 2002 and thus not be a council-controlled 
organisation under that Act, and 

 
 That this exemption applies for the period ending 30 June 2013 or until member 

councils determine an earlier date when this exemption should no longer apply. 
 
 Crs Lea/Ellis          Carried 
 
12.7 Staff Report 
 
12.7.1 That the staff report from the Chief Executive dated  24  March  2010 concerning an 

update on key projects and items of interest to the Council (as circulated) be 
received. 

 
 Crs Keltie/Davidson         Carried 
 
12.7.2 Building Accreditation 
 
12.7.2.1 That the Council’s congratulations be conveyed to the Manager Environmental 

Services and his team on gaining reaccreditation under the Building Act as a 
Building Consent Authority. 

 
 Crs Lea/Ellis          Carried 
 
12.7.3 Miller/Denmark Streets Roundabout 
 
12.7.3.1 It was noted that work has not yet commenced on constructing the roundabout at the 

intersection of Miller and Denmark Streets. 
 
12.7.4 Horizons – Resource Consent 
 
12.7.4.1 The Utilities Engineer has undertaken a site inspection with staff from Horizons to explain 

the situation that occurred with regard to the breach of the resource consent.  This was 
caused through an air lock at the intake meter due to the low river flows. 

 
12.7.5 Logging of Roadside Trees 
 
12.7.5.1 The Council did extremely well in the return achieved from the logging of roadside trees on 

Warners Road.  It was originally anticipated that the return would be around $21,000.00 
whereas the amount received was $35,448.78 based on $30.69 tonne. 

 
12.7.6 Dannevirke Landfill 
 
12.7.6.1 Due to a high number of people complaining about the cost of dumping and disputing the 

size of the load they are taking to the landfill, a trailer card is being made available to state 
the load capacity of the trailer. 

 
 
 
12.7.7 Infracon Tararua Sportsperson of the Year Awards 
 



 
 
Council Meeting Minutes  - 31 March  2010      Page 9  

12.7.7.1 The closing date to forward nominations for the Infracon Tararua Sportsperson of the Year 
Awards has been extended to 5.00pm on Friday 9 April 2010. 

 
12.7.7.2 It was requested that the opportunity be made available for the Council to review the 

continuation of this event. 
 
12.7.8 Tararua Sevens Tournament 
 
12.7.8.1 The Sport Tararua District Co-ordinator is to ensure that the Pongaroa School is aware of 

the inaugural Tararua Primary Schools Sevens Tournament to be held at the Bush Sports 
Park on 28 April 2010. 

 
12.7.9 Attracting Visitors to the District 
 
12.7.9.1 Consideration should be given to ensuring that there are initiatives within the district to 

attract visitors travelling through the area during the period of the Rugby World Cup. 
 
12.8 Asset Management Plans 
 
12.8.1 That the Asset Management Plans for Solid Waste, Stormwater, Wastewater and 

Water (as circulated) be received and adopted subject to the following amendment 
to the Water Asset Management Plan. 

 
 Page 102 – Eketahuna Water Supply, delete the sentence in item 9.6.4 “Water losses 

are not a major issue in Eketahuna”. 
 
 Crs Roberts/Ellis          Carried 
 
12.8.2 The work undertaken by Council staff and Malcolm Thomas in preparing these Asset 

Management Plans was acknowledged. 
 
12.8.3 The meeting was adjourned at 3.15pm, and then resumed at 3.35pm. 
 
 
12.9 Draft Annual Plan 2010/2011 
 
12.9.1 That the report from the Chief Financial Officer  dated 25 March 2010 concerning the 

Draft Annual Plan 2010/2011 (as circulated) be received. 
 
 Crs Matthews/Keltie         Carried 
 
12.9.2 The Chief Financial Officer introduced the Draft Annual Plan 2010/2011, and advised that 

clearance by Audit New Zealand had been received. 
 
12.9.3 That the Council’s thanks be conveyed to all those staff and teams involved in the 

preparation of the Draft Annual Plan 2010/2011. 
 
 Crs Lea/Fenemor         Carried 
 
12.9.4 It was requested that the Council’s rating remission policy be reviewed with regard to the 

proposed Uniform Targeted Rates for swimming pools and libraries.  Does this provide the 
ability to remit multiple charges for properties owned by the same ratepayer? 

 
12.9.5 It was requested that the summary of the Draft Annual Plan include a comment concerning 

the potential implications to the rates proposed if the Government proceeds to increase 
GST. 
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12.9.6 There was discussion on the rates review and the Council’s intention to recommend that 
the incoming Council continue this work after the October elections, and acknowledging 
the significant effort and commitment made during this term to progress the review. 

 
12.9.7 It was agreed that the finance portfolio holders in conjunction with the Chief Financial 

Officer and the Chief Executive will present to this Council a report concerning the rating 
review recommendations to be referred to the incoming Council. 

 
12.9.8 That the adjustments made to the Draft Annual Plan 2010/2011 as set out in the 

report received from the Chief Financial Officer be confirmed, and 
 
 That the Council adopts for the purpose of public consultation the Draft Annual Plan 

2010/2011, the summary of the information contained in this document, and the 
proposed schedule of fees and charges, and 

 
 That the summary of the Draft Annual Plan be distributed as follows: 
 

o All residents to receive a copy delivered with the Bush Telegraph. 
o Copies to be freely available at all Council Service Centres and its Libraries 

throughout the District. 
o Through the Council’s website www.tararuadc.govt.nz 

 
 Crs Lea/Matthews         Carried 
 
12.9.9 Cr Davidson requested that his dissenting vote be recorded on the grounds of the Draft 

Annual Plan failing to include a Statement of Proposal detailing specific rating review 
options to make the rates system fair and equitable. 

 
12.9.10 It was requested that clarification be provided by Audit New Zealand to confirm the removal 

of the qualification from the Long Term Council Community Plan as the Asset Management 
Plans are now complete. 

 
 
13. Mayoral Matters 
 
13.1 Regional Territorial Authorities Forum 
 
13.1.1 Cr Ellis is to represent the Council at the Regional Territorial Authorities Forum. 
 
13.2 Anzac Day 
 
13.2.1 Councillors were requested to indicate which Anzac Day service they will be attending. 
 
13.3 Infracon Tararua Sportsperson of the Year Awards 
 
13.3.1 Councillors were reminded that the closing date for nominations has been extended to 

encourage further interest in this event. 
 
13.4 Roading and Bridge Maintenance Contract 
 
13.4.1 An extraordinary meeting of the Council may be scheduled in May to consider the tenders 

received for the new Roading and Bridge Maintenance Contract. 
 
 
 
13.5 Amendments to the 2009/2019 Long Term Council Community Plan 
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13.5.1 Audit New Zealand have advised that they will issue an unqualified opinion regarding the 
Statement of Proposals  for the  following amendments to the 2009/2019 Long Term 
Council Community Plan: 

 
o The proposed sale of land at Thyra Street; and 

 
o The proposed sale of pensioner housing at Ormondville and Norsewood. 

 
 
 
14. Items Not On The Agenda 
 
14.1 Nil 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business Her Worship thanked those present for their attendance and 
contributions, and declared the meeting closed at  4.15pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
                           MAYOR 


